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2021 STATE OF THE DISTRICT ADDRESS DELIVERED BY HIS WORSHIP THE
EXECUTIVE MAYOR OF SEKHUKHUNE DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY CLLR
KEAMOTSENG STANLEY RAMAILA ON THURSDAY 25 MARCH 2021, AT THE
LEBOENG, FETAKGOMO TUBATSE LOCAL MUNICIPALITY

Mohlomphegi moSepikara wa Khansele, Clir Maria Manamela,
Mohlomphegi Sefepi Segolo sa Khansele, Clir Maleke Mokganyetjie;
Maloko ao a hlomphegago a Komiti ya Meyara-phethisi,
Chairpersons of Section 79 and Section 80 Committees,
Honourable Councillors,

Honourable Mayors of Local Municipalities,

Honourable Speakers of Local Municipalities,

Our esteemed traditional leaders, Ma apara Nkwe,

The Acting Regional Secretary of the ANC in Sekhukhune Mr Mathope Tala and
members of the Regional Executive Committee present;

Leadership of all our Tripartite Alliance structure;

Leaders of political parties represented in Council;

Chairperson, Board Members and Acting CEO of Sekhukhune Development Agency;
Municipal Manager Mme Maureen Ntshudisane and all the Directors;
Representatives of Organised Labour

Employees of our Municipalities and Officials of Sector Departments;

Our Friends from the Media;

Compatriots, Thobela, Good Afternoon, Lotshani!!!

Honourable Speaker,

Last year our planned State of the District Address was cancelled at the eleventh
hour, due to the interruptions of the corona virus outbreak.

Unbeknown to us, the corona virus would go on to disrupt many facets of our lives as
humanity.
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Today we are delivering this address under conditions that have now become our
new normal.

We are all aware of the devastation and disruptions caused by COVID-19, the world
over, including here at home.

One way or another, we are all affected by this awful virus. Many people have lost
their jobs and incomes to the pandemic.

It took away our family members, neighbours, colleagues, friends and fellow
compatriots.

It also stole from us our King, His Majesty King Thulare Victor Thulare Ill, Kgosikgolo
ya SetSaba Sa Bapedi.

Just as we had begun to reimagine our future beyond the horizon as a nation, in the
prime of his life, Bauba A Hlabirwa’'s majestic soul was released from the earthly
bonds.

A moya wa Bauba A Hlabirwa o robale ka khutSo.

Equally, we take this opportunity to send our sympathies to the families and friends
of all the people of our district, who succumbed to the corona virus.

Re gopola le go hlompha magosi a rena, ao a reSiilego mo nakong ya matSatsi a go
feta, ekaba e le ka lebaka la corona, goba maletSwi a mangwe.

1.Kgosi Mampuru Billy Mampuru lll-‘Bauba a Ngwato’.

2. Kgosi Phatudi Sekhukhune-'Hlabirwa a Dimo’,

3. Kgosi Mokgoma Maserumule Matlala-‘Nape a Ngwato'

4. Kgos8i Manamane Mogashoa-‘Nape a Ngwato'

5. Kgosi Equator Thulare-'‘Ngwato a Hlabirwa'

Honourable Speaker,

Recently, we also lost colleagues in Council.

Member of Mayoral Committee, Clir Thokozile Lizzy, Pinky Nchabeleng, ‘Mahlako’
who was responsible for the Community Services Portfolio, passed away after a
short iliness.

We also remember Clir Tseke Jan Lepota, ‘Hlabirwa’ the late Chief Whip of Council,
who passed on in March last year.

Clir Nchabeleng and Clir Lepota, we dedicated servants of the people.
A meboya ya bona, bagale le bagaleadi ba, e robale ka khutSo.

Honourable Speaker,
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MAY | ASK THAT THE HOUSE STAND UP TO OBBSERVE A 30 SECONDS
MOMENT OF SILENCE TO HONOUR THOSE WHO HAVE PASSED.

Honourable Speaker,

We note and welcome the decision by Cabinet, as announced by His Excellency,
President Cyril Ramaphosa, to adjust the restriction measures to Alert Level 1, until
the 15" of April.

We commend government’s efforts for striking a balancing act that seek to save both
lives and livelihood.

However, the relaxation of restrictions, and the permission of certain social
gatherings means, it has now become even more important to observe health
protocols.

The corona virus did not disappear with the relaxation of restrictions.

The wearing of masks and maintaining social distancing, must become our new way
of life.

We encourage our people to avoid unnecessary gatherings.
The responsibility of stopping further spread of the corona virus lies with us.

The government has begun with the process to vaccinate sections of our population.
We therefore encourage people to take the vaccine when their turn comes.

The vaccines were created and tested to help boost our immune system and to stop
further spreading of the virus.

Honourable Speaker,

As we recount our founding president Nelson Mandela’s humility and commemorate
31 years of his release from the apartheid prison, we also honour one of the sons of
Sekhukhune District, Elias Motsoaledi, who had been imprisoned along with Madiba.

After he had spent 26 years in Robben Island and following his release, sadly
Motsoaledi died just a day before Madiba’s historic inauguration, as the first
democratically elected president of South Africa.

We owe it to Madiba, Motsoaledi and many other heroes and heroines who
sacrificed their youth for the liberation struggle of the oppressed maijority, to spare no
effort as we fast-track provision of services.

As chronicled in the book titled NATIVE LIFE IN SOUTH AFRICA, written by the
founding Secretary General of the ANC Solomon Thekiso Plaatjie, before legislation
violently displaced them as landless pariahs in their land of birth, black South
Africans sustainably tilted the land and successfully farmed with livestock.

By the sweat of their brow, they abundantly produced enough bread and salt, to
satisfy the nation’s hunger pangs.
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In our district, one that is blessed with a thriving agricultural sector, we fully support
the land reform process that is now being driven by Parliament.

We want to allay fears that land expropriation without compensation will threaten
food security.

The ANC and the government have repeatedly reassured the nation, that this would
be implemented responsibly.

We believe the land reform agenda will work toward cultivation for food security, rural
development, poverty reduction and empowerment of women in particular.

Honourable Speaker,

Our constitution recognizes traditional leadership as an important institution of our
democratic order.

Traditional leaders were at the forefront of our liberation struggle.
In our district they put fierce pushbacks against further colonial encroachment.

While our traditional leaders are represented in the legislature, including our Council,
there are outstanding issues they still want this democratic government of the ANC
to address.

We want to reassure you that we immensely value your contribution and support,
and we believe you still have enormous role to play in the development of our
country.

Along with local municipalities, we will soon embark on a consultation process with
our traditional leaders to increase partnership and collaboration, regarding spatial
planning, land development and land use management.

Our traditional leaders, as custodians of a very large portion of land in our district,
are crucially important in the successful implementation of municipal infrastructure
services.

Honourable Speaker,
Our district has always been known as a bastion of resistance.

Young people from our district, including Dr Godfrey Mokgonane Pitje, the former
president of the ANC Youth League, who was succeeded by Nelson Mandela, put up
fierce resistance against the regime. Dr Pitjie remains one of the known and
celebrated icons of his generation.

We are also indebted to the immeasurable role of people such as Flag Boshielo and
John Nkadimeng, who were central in the militant mobilization of our people during
the Sebatakgomo Uprising.

Honourable Speaker,

The South African public service and municipalities have since October 1997, been
guided by a set of principles as found in the ‘Batho Pele’ White Paper.”
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This is a service delivery framework, which among other things, compels
government departments and municipalities to provide more and better information
about services.

This is so that customers must have full, accurate, relevant and up-to-date
information about the services that are available and are entitled to receive.

Equally important, the Batho Pele principles enjoin government departments and
municipalities to increase openness and transparency, about how services are
delivered, how well they perform, the resources they use, among other things.

Using the State of the District Address, and other methods, we therefore account to
you the people and ratepayers of Sekhukhune District.

This is not an opportunity for political rhetoric.

It is neither a platform for pompous self-assertion, that will achieve nothing for the
communities we are here to serve.

Instead, it is an opportunity to give you the people of our district, an account of the
work you have sent us to do.

Honourable Speaker.

The corona virus outbreak has also put the spotlight on the backlog, when it comes
to the provision of water services in our district.

It has magnified weaknesses in the way we provided services to our people, and in
the process has compelled us to review our workings.

Some of our people, correctly complain about lack of water in their communities.
We acknowledge the impatience on the side of our people.

But the good news is, we have successfully repositioned the municipality into
becoming an institution that operates like a well-oiled machine.

Our service delivery objectives are clear.

The recent appointments of the municipal manager and director for infrastructure
and water services, have brought stability at the strategic level of senior
management.

This has laid a solid foundation for a visionary and futuristic planning and competent
implementation of water projects.

In keeping with the spirit of the 54th National Conference Resolutions of the
governing party, the ANC, and Priority Number 1 of the Medium-Term Strategic
Framework 2019-2024, we uncompromisingly appoint competent and skilled
personnel as we work toward building a capable, ethical and developmental state.
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At all times, we strive to instil the ideals of servanthood as espoused by Madiba.

Honourable Speaker,

Our resolve to fulfil the Mayoral Priorities we have set during the inauguration of this
Fourth Council in 2016, remains.

Priority Number 1)
We promised to fast-track sustainable provision of basic services;
Priority Number 2)

We said we will unlock the blockages in mega water projects such as Moutse Bulk
Water Supply, Mooi-hoek Scheme, Nkadimeng Scheme, De Hoop Scheme, Ga-
Malekane Bulk pipeline, to name but a few;

Priority Number 3)

We also vowed to ensure sound financial management, improve the liquidity ratio,
enhance revenue collection and strive towards obtaining clean audit opinion;

Priority Number 4)

We will accelerate economic development with a specific focus on catalytic projects
such as De Hoop Dam,;

Priority Number 5)

We will remodel and capacitate Sekhukhune Development Agency (SDA) to fulfil its
mandate as a vehicle for economic development and growth of our district,

And Priority Number 6)

Is that we shall confront the toxic mix of corruption, fraud and maladministration.

The State of the District Address gives us the opportunity to reflect on the true state
of our district municipality.

We use it to report back on the work we are constitutionally mandated to do.
Our challenges are many and they are real.

Poverty levels remain unacceptably high.

More than half of residents in our district are recipients of social grants.

Although social grants soften the effects of poverty in many households, we must
create conducive conditions for our people to utilize their labour and
entrepreneurship skills.

Our economy was heavily pounded by the corona virus pandemic.
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Business activity remains heavily distressed, and the economy is not creating the
much-needed jobs.

Taba ya tlhokego ya meSomo ke tlhobaboroko ye kgolo.
Even more concerning, is the rate of joblessness among young people.
This signifies the seriousness of the crisis we are faced with.

It is a sobering reality that requires urgent attention from the public and private
sectors, jointly.

Honourable Speaker

Re gare re beakanya lenaneo leo ka lona re holofelang gore, re tla thusha go imolla
magagaborena ka go hlola dikgoba tsa meshomo.

Re gare re beakanya lenaneo leo ka lona re holofelang gore, re tla thusa go imolla
magagaborena ka go hlola dikgoba tSa meshomo.

We have assigned the Sekhukhune Development Agency, an entity of the district
municipality, to develop an economic recovery strategy that will harness social
compact by unlocking investment opportunities in various economic sectors through
public-private partnerships.

This responsibility is part of the SDA’s overall mandate, which is to reignite local and
regional economic development.

This comprehensive plan of action, must address specifically economic realities and
unemployment problems of our district.

SDA will work in partnership with all local municipalities, sector departments and the
private sector in this regard.

In the past financial year (2019-2020) SDA working together with others government
partners such as Department of Minerals Resources, Roads Agency Limpopo, the
district municipality among others, spearheaded efforts that managed to unlock R 80
million private investment.

With this money, we will soon begin with construction of the Steelbridge
Replacement project in Ga-Malakana village.

This project is wholly funded by the mining houses under the special presidential
package programme.

Roads Agency Limpopo is the implementing agent and the project is now at
procurement stage.

Our district will immensely benefit from the economic spin offs, from this project.

We also stimulate the heritage tourism opportunities by refurbishing the old bridge as
a tourist monument.

Also, the frustrations of motorists who are forced to navigate through the single lane
bridge will soon be a thing of the past.
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In 2020/21 financial year under review the SDA has initiated a number of private-
public partnerships.

Some of them are as follows:

» The signing of the MOU with Eisowave to establish Green Automotive
Centres in Groblersdal and Steelpoort. This program seeks to harness our
local manufacturing initiatives by building green electrical carts, known as
Tuk-Tuks which are mainly used as delivery vehicles,

» The SDA is still committed to building a factory for manufacturing of VIP
sanitation top structures and other items around Marble-Hall. This will further
develop the value chain in the construction ecosystem. This project is linked
to the emerging contractor development programme which has proven to be a
massive success, especially among the youths and women in our district,

> As part of stimulating the tourism industry as one of the economic pillars, SDA
re-launched the Sekhukhune Tourism Route in December 2019 in Thaba
Moshate, Tubatse. We hosted the Queen Kathrina of the Khoi and San
community as well as the leadership of various municipalities from the
Northern Cape. This is a demonstration that our heritage tourism has a unique
proposition, considering the history of our forebears’ involvement in the
struggle against colonialism and apartheid. We must therefore work together
as the community of Sekhukhune to promote and stimulate local tourism in
our areas and ensure that our places of intertest are visited and marketed by
ourselves.

Another important initiative that the SDA undertook was the partnership with the
Marlou Group and Affulent12 to stimulate community industry in the Moutse West
Areas of Ephraim Mogale.

Through this programme, which is called Agang Cotton Initiatives, we aim to
empower rural, emerging and subsistence farmers.

It will benefit local farmers with technical support.

We therefore call upon our emerging farmers, cooperatives, traditional leaders and
communal property associations with available piece of land, both dry and irrigation
land to partake in this important initiative.

Fetakgomo-Tubatse Special Economic Zone
Honourable Speaker,

After years of what appeared to be inaction, there is now movement toward
implementing the Fetakgomo-Tubatse Special Economic Zone.

The provincial government recently announced that it has set aside R35 million for
the SEZ.

Some of the things that we will soon finalise, include the signing of the Tripartite
Agreement between National government represented by the Department of Trade
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Industry and Competition, the Provincial government represented by Limpopo
Economic Development, Environment and Tourism Department, and Local
Government represented by both Sekhukhune District Municipality and Fetakgomo
Tubatse Local Municipality.

Also, the Limpopo Economic Development Agency, and Sekhukhune Development
Agency will sign a Memorandum of Cooperation for implementation purposes.

A total of 16 companies have shown keen interest in locating to the SEZ area. These
companies form part of the investment pipeline, with a combined investment value of
approximately R38 billion.

Approximately 8 000 jobs would be created in 5 years and 20 000 in ten years.

There is also an already developed property (currently owned by Glencore Mine) for
the manufacturing of the mining input supplies in Steelpoort.

The Provincial Government is in the process of acquiring this land, using the ‘best
case scenario PPP model'.

The SEZ will also create space for road infrastructure development, hence-plans are
afoot to improve the R37 road which is the main artery between Polokwane and
Burgersfort.

ON GENDER BASED VIOLENCE
Fellow Councillors,
Gender Based Violence in our country has gotten out of control.

The levels of abuse, sexual assault and killings of women and children are
outrageously high.

The truth is, as men, we are generally guilty of these crimes.

These violent acts against our fellow human beings, put men at a terrifyingly never-
ending war with women and children.

If this madness is ever going to stop, it will have to be stopped by us, all of us, as
men.

Equally disturbing, are the abuse, torture and killings of children by adults, in some
cases, by their own parents and relatives.

We urge all families to approach social services that are offered freely by our
government to assist when under the weight of the problems in their lives.

Honourable Speaker

We have among ourselves today, as a special guest of the Executive Mayor, a brave
young woman who has risen above the misery of sexual assault by her stepfather.
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This young woman from Elias Motsoaledi Local Municipality, was courageous
enough to speak out about her violation until her abuser was exposed and arrested.

She is now leading a campaign to encourage victims of sexual assault to speak out
and work-toward recovering their self-esteem. We hope this serves as example to
those who still afraid to speak out.

As the district municipality, we are assisting her with university studies.
ON CORRUPTION AND GOVERNANCE

Honourable Speaker, in the past months, our municipality hogged the media
headlines for wrong reasons.

Our concerted efforts to reposition this municipality as the epitome of clean
governance, were undermined by a criminal syndicate that had infiltrated our
financial systems.

It became evidently clear, that we needed to overhaul the entire system in order to
put the brakes on thievery.

Corruption and fraudulent activities steal from our people, and these ills must be
frowned upon by everyone of us.

A newly restructured Audit Committee has now been appointed.

With their many years of experience in local government and varied expertise, these
men and women are doing a great job in assisting Council to improve accountability
and governance matters.

For three consecutive years, since 2016, our municipality had received unqualified
audit opinions.

While that positive record was blemished by a regression, along with the Audit
Committee, we are working tirelessly toward attaining clean audit outcome.

An audit action plan has been developed and is in place. Compliance with applicable
supply chain management policy and legislation when procuring goods and services,
is non-negotiable.

We have instructed that the municipal manager provide the Mayoral Committee with
a monthly procurement report.

This will assist the Mayoral Committee to monitor compliance with the approved time
frames, rules, policies and legislation, for the Executive Mayor to accordingly report
and account to Council regularly.

During the recent Strategic Planning Session, the Mayoral Committee emphatically
instructed that all contracts and appointment of service providers be made before
commencement of the next financial year in July.

This was done to avoid forfeiting back to the National and Provincial Treasury
Departments, money that has been allocated for water projects. We have always
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been consistence about this action as shown by an improvement on our Capital
Expenditure.

When awarding these tenders and contracts, the municipal manager as the
accounting officer, was instructed to ensure the process is legitimate, honest and
clean.

Our Information Technology service is being fortified on continuous basis, to
proactively detect and prevent any form of infiltration.

The appointment of a full-time municipal manager also plugged the leaking hole at
the upper echelons of municipal management.

We are happy with her work, and we support her.

Increasingly, we notice the new institutional culture of accountability she is instilling
anew in the municipality.

At the same time, we welcome investigations by the Special Investigating Unit, the
Hawks and other law enforcement agencies.

We are cooperating with these institutions, and we are confident the criminal justice
system will do its work without fear or favour.

MUNICIPAL FINANCES

Honourable Speaker,

Covid-19 has devastated finances of our ratepayers.
In some instances, some families have lost incomes.

While some businesses are battling to recover from the implications of the hard
lockdown restrictions, others remain in the red.

This situation, partly had an impact on the municipality’s revenue collection.

But to mitigate against the dire impact of Covid-19 on households and businesses,
last year Council approved an 8 percent decrease on water and sanitation tariffs.

The arrangement remains in place until the end of June, and Council will relook into
it, and make further pronouncement.

We therefore encourage households and businesses who receive services from the
district municipality, and from all the four local municipalities, to pay for these
services.

This will enable us to maintain the infrastructure, and ensure uninterrupted provision
of these services.

It will also assist us to generate revenue that will augment conditional grants for
water projects in other parts of our district.

Equally, we are making a plea to our people, not to vandalise water infrastructure.
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When water infrastructure is being damaged, it forces the municipality to redirect
funds from other planned infrastructure development projects.

WATER AND PROJECTS
Honourable Councillors,

Section 27 of the Constitution says everyone has a right to have access to sufficient
water.

Our primary responsibility as district municipality is to progressively provide access
to water services to all the people of Sekhukhune.

Data from Statistics South Africa indicates that 45.1 percent of households in our
district, had no access to piped water in 1996.

The backlog was reduced to 42.9 percent in 2001, and further down to 24.8 percent
in 2011.

The Census 2011 Municipal Report-for Limpopo, indicates that the highest increase
in the percentage of households with access to piped water inside the dwellings or
yards, during that 15 years period, was seen in our district.

Despite this positivity, we acknowledge that many more other households in our
district still don’t have access to reliable and portable water.

However, we are mindful of the fact that behind this water service backlog, are the
people who look up to us as public representatives for answers.

Although the backlog we are grappling with is primarily historical, owing to decades
of wilful neglect, our people do not want excuses any longer.

To them, blaming the successive colonial and apartheid rulers for the persistent state
of affairs, is tantamount to abdication of responsibility.

We must provide them with water.

And we will continue to do everything humanely possible to speed up the provision of
water services.

Honourable Speaker,

As part of our practical interventions to fight the Covid-19 pandemic, we have
allocated R55.4 million that will see people in identified villages getting water as a
matter of urgency.

Even with this limited budget, we will make sure that the drilling of boreholes in 18
villages, scheduled to start by April, is completed by June.

These projects will benefit the following villages and townships:

1)Legolaneng, 2)Leeuwfontein,
3)Jane Furse Hospital, 4) Laersdrift
5)Buffelshoek, 6)Glen Cowie,
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7)Kgaphamadi, 8)PhaahlaManoge,

9)Mpita, 10)Mogodi,
11)Tshikanoshi, 12)Sephaku,
13)Eeensam, 14)Brooklyn,
15)Polaseng, 16)Mahlakwena,

17) Kgotlopong,

18) And, in Motetema, we will refurbish the entire booster pump station to improve
the current water supply.

There are several water schemes that are currently being implemented in our district.
Many of them are at an advanced stage.

THE DE HOOP-NEBO PLATEAU BULK WATER SCHEME

The Phase 1 project of the De Hoop-Nebo-Plateau Scheme is complete.

Specifically, here we are referring to the bulk water pipeline between Ga-Malekana
Water Treatment Works and the 25 Mega Litre reservoir in Jane Furse.

We are now in a process of commissioning the project.

We have also completed installing the bulk water pipeline, which is another part of
this bulk water scheme, from the 25 Mega Litre Reservoir in Jane Furse, to
Marulaneng.

Work is now at 90 percent at the Makgeru to Schoonord bulk water supply project.
The 10 Mega Litre command reservoir for this particular project that is located in
Schoonord is technically complete.

Due to the impact of siltation which caused the Nkadimeng Dam not to yield
adequate water, we are forced to merge this bulk regional water scheme, with the De
Hoop-Nebo Plateau bulk water scheme.

All the above-mentioned water supply projects are dependent on the successful
commissioning of the bulk water pipeline between Ga-Malekana Water Treatment
Works and the 25 Mega Litre command reservoir in Jane Furse.

The design phase of the Mampuru Bulk Water scheme, which will source water from
the Ga-Malekane Water Treatment Works will commence in the financial that is
starting in July this year.

This R145 million project, once completed, will provide water to 14 villages.

MOUTSE BULK WATER SCHEME
Honourable Speaker,

A large portion of the Moutse Bulk Water Regional Scheme is completed.
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The acknowledgement we are making is that total completion of this mega project is
long overdue.

However, since work had resumed, after a longstanding contractual litigation, there
is a marked progress on the project.

We are finalising the upgrading of the Groblersdal Water Treatment Works, from
where the Moutse Bulk Water project will source portable water.

At 95 percent, what is remaining at the upgraded side of the Groblersdal Water
Treatment Works is to complete the outstanding work and start to test the project as
we work toward commissioning it.

Installation of the bulk pipeline that connects Bloompoort, Lusaka, Mpheleng and
Matlala Lehwelere is now 100 percent complete.

The bulk water pipeline from Matlala Lehwelere to Matlala Ramoshebo is at 88
percent.

The pipeline that connects Matlala Ramoshebo and Matlerekeng and the
neighbouring Rathoke is at 84 percent, while the one that connects from here to
Spitspunt stands at 87 percent.

Honourable Speaker

We are also paying attention to the bulk pipeline that is already on the ground
between Groblersdal Water Treatment Works to Bloompoort.

Our assessment has showed us that the bulk line would require refurbishment before
the commissioning of the project.

Honourable Speaker, in spite of the good work that has already been done, the
delays on the Moutse Bulk Water project are a cause for concern.

We urge all stakeholders to work together for the benefit of all the people of Moutse.
MOOIHOEK BULK REGIONAL SCHEME

The scheme is subdivided into 4 phases.

Phase 1 to 3 are complete and functional.
They constitute a bulk water pipeline from Mooihoek Water Treatment Works in Ga
Maroga Village, supplying Prakteseer and Bothashoek with water.

The total water storage capacity planned for the scheme is 35 Mega Litres, 15 Mega
Litres of which is complete and functional, servicing Burgersfort Town.

The last planned projects for this scheme will be the construction of two concrete
reservoirs, each with a 10 mega litre capacity, also at the Mooihoek Water Treatment
Works to complete the storage capacity required to service the whole scheme.

Part of Phase 4 of this bulk water scheme, is practically complete. These are the
bulk pipeline and a 1 Mega Litre storage reservoir that will supply Dresden Village.
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In the coming days, we will officially hand over this project to the people of Dresden.

We are currently doing pressure testing of the bulk pipeline and a 1 Mega Litre
distribution reservoir project, that will supply Ga-Motodi Village.
We anticipate that it will start providing residents will water in a matter of weeks.

The bulk pipeline and a 0.5 Mega Litre distribution reservoir that will supply Manoke
and Alverton Villages, is now at 65 percent physical construction.
We anticipate that this project will be completed by October.

Separately, two contracts which constitute bulk pipelines to Alverton and installation
of clarifier at Mooihoek Water Treatment Works to increase capacity from 4 Mega
Litre per day to 12 Mega Litre per day, were recently appointed.

The entire scheme of 4 phases is envisaged to be completed by 2023.

OLIFANSTPOORT BULK WATER SCHEME

For this scheme, we have submitted a technical report for approval to DWS for
approval.

FLAG BOSHIELO BULK REGIONAL SCHEME

On the Flag Boshielo Bulk Regional Scheme, we have already made a tremendous
progress.

We are happy to announce that the upgrading of the Water Treatment Works from
12 Mega Litre to 20 Mega Litre capacity is practically complete.

The project will be commissioned in the coming days.

This means we will no longer limit the water supply for the people of Flag Boshielo
North, East and West.

However, Honourable Speaker, the people who are supplied by the Flag Boshielo
Dam must now start paying for the water they consume.

In the coming weeks, the Municipality will embark on a public consultation with
communities benefiting from this water scheme, to discuss our decision to implement
the Water Conversation and Demand Management.

Indigent families who cannot afford to pay will receive a free water supply in
compliance with legislation, but those who afford must pay.

GROBLERSDAL LUCKAU BULK WATER SCHEME

More progress has been done with regard to the feasibility study and the
development of the business plan.

However, allocation of the funding for the scheme is yet to be finalised.
We continue to work with sector departments on this matter.

LEBALELO SOUTH BULK WATER SCHEME
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Honourable Speaker, work to erect 14 steel tank reservoirs in the Lebalelo South
Connector pipe and reticulation scheme, is well underway.

We anticipate this work will be completed by the end of June.

Upon completion, once tested and successfully commissioned, these reservoirs will
supply water to eight villages.

Villages that will benefit include Driekop, River Cross, Mandela, France, Ga-Riba
and Madiseng.

The bulk pipeline of this project is at 97 percent.
Work on another part of this very same scheme is equally well underway.

We are working toward completing construction of eight concrete reservoirs by the
end of June.

Construction of the bulk water pipeline is at 88 percent.

Reticulation project has already started in Motlolo Village and we recently appointed
a contractor to start with bulk and reticulation in Ga-Maroga.

Upon completion, the entire Lebalelo Water Scheme, will connect onto the Mooihoek
Water Treatment Works, which is already functional, in Ga-Maroga.

Honourable Speaker,

| am delighted to announce that on this scheme, our reticulation project, which is
already underway, will connect into yards.

In other words, the people of all the villages | have mentioned, will, after completion
of the project, get water in their own yards.

It is this kind of services we are now planning to roll out across our district.

Even though it is costly, as compared to the RDP communal system were people
share a tap of water in the street, we are convinced it is the best option because it
restores the dignity of our people.

If implemented successfully, yards connection will enable us to start implementing
the toilet flushing system even in rural areas.

The yards connection will also assist the municipality to collect revenue effectively,
therefore availing funds to maintain the water system in order to provide residents
with water for 24 hours a day.

PLANNING, IMPLEMENTATION AND RESEARCH
Honourable Speaker,

For a proper, forward planning and successful implementation of infrastructural
projects, we require enough properly qualified personnel.

16 |Page



To attend to this urgent matter, as of July this year, we will hire key three registered
engineers to capacitate our Infrastructure and Water Services Department.

These qualified personnel will be responsible for planning & design, system
modelling, as well as hydraulic modelling and network analysis.

We will not be able to achieve our target plans without the abovementioned
personnel.

The water resources that are at our disposal must be properly monitored and
managed.

To achieve this, we have decided to procure groundwater resource monitoring
systems starting from July this year.

These systems will give us an early warning signal of water depletion, help us
improve our management of these limited resources and improve our preparedness
for drought conditions and interventions.

We will also start with the process in July of procuring our own drill rig, that we will
use to drill boreholes in areas that require immediate interventions ourselves.

This will save us a lot of money and time, as we will no longer have to rely on the
middleman to do the drilling for us.

Honourable Speaker,

The significance of advancing research and innovation approaches to resolve basic
infrastructural challenges confronting our district, cannot be overemphasized.

We have therefore taken steps to undertake academic research on our water
resources and systems.

To this end, we are on the verge of signing a Memorandum of Understanding with
the Vaal University of Technology.

The Vaal University of Technology will provide us with scientific facts, which will
assist the Municipality on what, how and when to either construct or refurbish our
infrastructure, based on the findings of the thorough studies undertaken within the
Sekhukhune District Municipality’s environment.

This will ensure an improvement in the operation and maintenance of our water and
sanitation infrastructure, and will result in the sustainable provision of water and
sanitation services.

The VUT partnership will massively benefit our municipality in the following areas:
Water and Wastewater Infrastructure Asset Management, Upgrade of Water and
Wastewater Treatment Facilities, Development of Suites of Remediation
Alternatives, Hydraulic Analysis of Existing WDS, GAP Analysis of Water and

Sanitation Needs, Storm-water Management Master Plan Development,
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Implementation Readiness Study (IRS) Reports, Water use license reports, Water

Conservation and Demand Management as well as Operator Training.

LEARNER CONTRACTOR PROJECTS
Honourable Speaker,

In 2019, a total of 50 emerging business people begun a new journey as learner
contractors in our district.

The purpose of this incubation project, which the Executive Mayor has championed
from the onset, mainly is to improve the grading status of previously disadvantaged
contractors in targeted categories.

Many of these emerging contractors are women and youths.

The learner contractor project was allocated R40 Million for the current financial
year.

Additionally, an amount of R19 million was set aside during the adjustment budget
process in February to implement additional scope of work by learner contractors.

They have done a good job in providing sanitation facilities in areas across all the
local municipalities in our district.

At the end of this phase of the learner contractors programme, having upgraded their
grades and competencies, the learner contractors will be able to compete beyond
the district of Sekhukhune with their peers.

ON THE RELOCATION OF MUNICIPAL AND PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT
OFFICES

Honourable Speaker,

A resolution was taken to relocate offices of the district municipality from Groblersdal,
and the district offices of the provincial government departments from Capricorn
District in Lebowakgomo, to Jane Furse

We have identified nine buildings around Jane Furse which are currently being
inspected to ensure they are habitable, to accommodate offices of the district
municipality.

We will make further pronouncements on the relocation of Sekhukhune District
Municipal offices during the IDP/Budget process in May.

Honourable Speaker,

Furthermore, on the relocation of the district offices of the provincial government
departments from Lebowakgomo to Jane Furse, efforts are underway to make this a
reality.
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A piece of land in Jane Furse has been donated by the Bapedi Ba Mamone
Traditional Authority to the Department for Public Work, to accommodate provincial
government district offices from Lebowakgomao.

Re leboga ba ka difokeng, ba ka mafateng a matelele, beng mabu Bapedi Ba Ga
Mamone ka go fa mmusho naga gore o tliSe ditirelo kgauswi le batho.

A Memorandum of Understanding is yet to be signed by government and the royal
house.

Honourable Speaker,
Everyone should have a roof over their head.

The Bill of Rights clearly indicate that, the State must take reasonable legislative and
other measures, within its available resources, to achieve the progressive realisation
of everyone’s right to have access to adequate housing.

This year marks sixty-five (66) years since the adoption of the freedom charter in
1955 at Kliptown.

The ANC led government remains the champion of the principles of the Freedom
Charter.

Among other things, the Freedom Charter says there shall be houses, security and
comfort.

It continues to say the aged, the orphans, people living with disability and the sick
shall be cared for by the State.

This principle found a space in our response to the Thuma Mina and Khawuleza
calls to action by President Cyril Ramaphosa, to assist those in need, we have
facilitated the building of houses for indigent families in our district.

This we achieved because we worked together with the private sector and Good
Samaritans.

Since 2016, we have helped to build 5 houses in Phokwane, Tsimanyane, Maseven,
Driekop and the latest one in Glen Cowie.

These houses were built for indigent families, in some instances, child-headed
families.

One of the recipients is a special guest of the Executive Mayor in this meeting today.

Honourable Councillors, we are urging every South African who has the financial
means, to play their part in assisting those in need.

Honourable Speaker,
We would like to end this address on a congratulatory note.

We heartily congratulate Dr Ditonkana Sello, who recently purchased TTM Football
Club.

The team is playing in the DSTV Premier League and since Dr Sello took over, its
performance has improved exceptionally.
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The Sekhukhune FC is also doing us proud in the Glad Africa Champions League
which is a National First Division in South Africa.

As Sekhukhune, we now have five soccer teams playing in the professional league
with Dinoko FC; City Motors and the newly promoted Dennilton Callies playing in the
ABC Motsepe League.

We are continuing with discussions with relevant stakeholders with the aim of
improving stadiums in our district, in order for these teams to play here at home.

Finally Honourable Speaker,

Re lebogiSa bana ba marematlou, bao ba kgonnego go tSwelela ngwageng wa
dithuto wa go feta.

Re ipiletSa go bao ba hlolegilego gore ba se ke ba felelwa ke maatla, ba seke ba
nyama.

Maleka ga se makgona, makgona ke maoeletsa.

Thank you very much.
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