OPENING ADDRESS BY HIS WORSHIP THE EXECUTIVE MAYOR OF
SEKHUKHUNE DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY CLLR. KEAMOTSENG STANLEY
RAMAILA ON THE OCCASION OF THE ANNUAL MAYORAL PERFORMANCE
LEKGOTLA HELD ON WEDNESDAY 30 SEPTEMBER 2020, GROBLERSDAL,
09:00AM.

Mohlomphegi Mosepedi$l wa Lenanego la Lehono

Your Worship Mayors of our four Local Municipalities;

Bahlomphegi Maloko a Komiti ya Mmeyara-phethisi (MMCs);

Madam Speaker of our Council, Cllr Maria Manamela;

Mohlomphegi Sefepi Segolo sa Motswa o swere sa Khansele Cllr. Mokgotho;
Our Municipal Manager of the District Municipality, Mme Maureen Ntshudisane;
Baloadi ba diMmasepala tsa Selegae mo gaSekhukhune;

Senior Management Teams and all Managers of our Municipalities;
Baemedi ba Dikgoro tsa Mmuso wa porobense ya Limpopo;

Employees of our Municipalities, the Support Staff;

Distinquished Guests;

Ladies and Gentlemen.

Good Morning!

Thobela!

Mohlomphegi Mosepedisi wa Lenanego
Please allow me to extend warm greetings from the executive of the Sekhukhune
District Municipality to all of you gathered here today.

Itis indeed a blessing that after seven months of the battle against coronavirus,
some of us are lucky to be here today.

The year 2020 has reasonably been what mogologolo called “ngwaga woo o sa
nthatego feta”. When all of us thought that we would be wrapping the financial
year 2019-2020, we were confronted by the Covid-19 pandemic, which took the
entire universe by storm.

Having gathered here today, the whole world recorded 33,4 million Covid-19
cases and the number of people who lost their lives is over 1 million.

In South Africa, we have recorded 672 thousand cases, 604 thousand recoveries
and 16 586 deaths.

In Limpopo Province, we have recorded 2 579 cases. In Sekhukhune District, as
of 8 September 2020, we had recorded 2 561 cases, 2 446 recoveries and 26
deaths.

While the above figures indicate that as Sekhukhune, we have been successful in
containing the spread of coronavirus, we all fear the second surge as His
Excellency President Cyril Ramaphosa cautioned.



We therefore call upon all our people to stay save. The responsibility to save lives
is now in our hands of individuals.

Programme Director

We have gathered here today after the release of latest employment figures in
our country yesterday.

As it stands, unemployment rate in our country decreased to 23,3% in the second
quarter of 2020 from 30,1% in the previous period.

Although this is the lowest figures since 2009, we cannot celebrate because the
number of people looking for jobs has dwindled.

The country’s hard lockdown distorted labour force numbers with fewer number
of people actively looking for employment.
Accordingly, the labour force decreased by 5 million.

This calls for a partnership involving the public and private sectors, as we now
work toward moving our country out of the shackles of Covid-19 aftermath.

Programme Director

We are deeply saddened by the growing number of Gender Based Violence cases
in our country. And as the district municipality, we are not immune to the
detrimental effects of this satanic tendency.

Enough is enough.

The brutal killings, senseless rapes and abduction of young girls and women has
reached unacceptable levels.

Sekhukhune says NO to ABUSE and KILLINGS of women and girls.

We therefore welcome the sentencing of all the perpetrators of violence on
women and children.

Programme Director

South Africa and her people need us more than ever before.

When we were busy packaging all things District Development Model, dubbed
Khawuleza, with a clear plan of One District, One budget and One Plan model,
Covid-19 became ‘Masenyeletsa’.

However, today is better that yesterday.

Although we were all affected by the unscrupulous and unholy tendencies of
enemies of the revolution, who sought to unduly benefit from covid-19 PPE

tenders, we shall overcome.

Programme Director



As Sekhukhune District Municipality, we were affected following the unlawful
awarding of APPOINTMENT LETTERS to eight companies, for Covid-19
intervention waters projects. To date, affected officials have been suspended and
we are looking forward to a due process that will result in CONSEQUENCE
MANAGEMENT.

As the FOURTH COUNCIL is nearing its end of term, we remain resolute as we
vowed to tirelessly fight the TOXIC MIX.

We will fight to the end as we endeavour to end wrong tendencies of fraud,
corruption and incompetency.

We shall overcome and hand over a Sekhukhune that is progressive to the
coming council.

Programme Director

We take this opportunity to congratulate and motivate all the honest, patriotic
and fraud free administrators of our municipalities.

On our part, we have put concrete expression to our resolve towards capable and
effective administration, by reinforcing our senior administration.

Please allow me to request Ms. Maureen Ntshudisane and Mr. Maselaganye Matji
to rise. This remarkable, high qualified and highly competent pair, has been
appointed as both the Municipal Manager and Director Infrastructure and Water
Serices, effective from 1 September 2020.

We congratulate them and wish them all the best in moving Sekhukhune
forward.

We will give you all the support you need.
Programme Director

Priority Number 1 of the Medium Term Strategic Framework talks of
government’s efforts to build a capable, ethical and developmental state.

To achieve this priority, the state at all levels requires public servants who
understand the historical injustices that majority of South Africans were
previously subject to.

This type of a public servant understands the developmental aspirations of our
country and its people, as captured in the preamble of our Constitution.

At all times this public servant seeks to promote the good values, ethos and ethics
in the interest of good governance.

Programme Director



These aspirations are also captured in the 2019 Election manifesto of the
governing African National Congress, which commits to support local councils to
improve financial management and service delivery.

[t is a commitment that places the people of South Africa at a central point and to
champion their interests at all times. This special attention is duly placed on the
local government sphere, primarily because municipalities are closer to the
people government seeks to serve.

Our duties and responsibilities at local government are clearly defined by
legislation.

We are expected to provide basic services to the people.

Many of these people that we are meant to provide services to, have no other
alternative.

If money that is allocated to provide portable water for people is not being used
for the intended purpose, where do we expect them to get water from?

When we don’t build roads, and we don'’t electrify households while money is
returned to the National Treasury, what explanation do we give to the people?

[t should therefore come as no surprise when communities embark on public
protests over lack of services.

While any form of violence and destruction of public and private property must
be strongly condemned, public protests are often last resort for our people.

In the eyes of these communities which do not receive basic services they
deserve, it is the municipalities that are failing them.

And in all fairness, our people are correct.

They are correct because they know that in municipalities, there are highly
educated and qualified people, holding senior positions.

Their view is not misguided because they know that municipal officials get paid
to do the work they were hired for.

They can never be wrong for having expectations on these municipal officials
who are meant to serve them.

Ours is a predominantly rural municipality that is grappling with a historical
infrastructure backlog regarding water and other basic services.

How then do we justify the under-expenditure on conditional grants, causing us
to forfeit funding? Often, the main cause of delays on our projects is because of
poor implementation of our planning.



The COVID-19 pandemic spotlighted the slowness of services, particularly water
provision, in many of our communities. A lot of our people in some instances
looked helplessly at incomplete water infrastructure, at a time when they were
faced with the invisible enemy.

If there is anything the corona virus must teach us, is to change the way we do
things. The new normal must propel us into finding solutions and making
impactful social changes for the communities we serve.

Municipalities’ inability to meet basic service delivery standards has eroded
people’s trust in the public service.
This perception must be reversed.
And the only way can do so, is to provide good quality services to the people.

Another major problem we are faced with is corruption.

Many times it is committed by people who work for municipalities.
Corruption undermines the revolutionary gains made by this democratic
government and the people of South Africa who emerged from the inherently
corrupt apartheid system.

The thieves who want to set us on a reversal mode must be isolated. Disciplinary
action must be taken against them, and criminal prosecutions must follow.

Finally, we have taken steps to strengthen administrative leadership by
appointing eligible and qualified senior managers in the past weeks at the
Sekhukhune District Municipality.

We urge all municipalities to fill every strategic vacancy with qualified people in
order to prop up performance. We are on a path toward professionalising local
government in the interest of increased performance and good governance.

Time for talk is over.
Our people are at the crossroads-we must work tirelessly to restore their faith in
local government by providing services they are entitled to.

Let us use today’s opportunity to turn the corner.

Mogologolo o boletse a re ‘Selepe gomela mere o remile’. Polelo e re ‘Segole a
kgofa dinao, wa lekwa la Sekhukhune le a duma’.

Ke fetsa ka gore ‘Tshwene ge e kga lefele e ya ikgela’.

You are all welcome.

Dulang fase Molepo.

I Thank You!
Ke a Leboga!






